Appendix 1. Partition of the variance of each physiological and biochemical level descriptor into their different spatial components (between sites, between sampling zones, and within sampling zones), as a percentage of the total variance calculated from sum of squares using 2-way ANOVA. Sources of variation statistically significant are shown in bold and marked *(p < 0.05) or **(p < 0.005). The degrees of freedom (df) show that some descriptors were measured in 4 shallow meadows and some of them only in 3 shallow meadows (without Torr 5 m) due to analytical constraints; and that leaf samples of some zones within Jugadora 5 m and 15 m were contaminated with some metals (Fe, Ni and Cr) during laboratory procedures, and consequently eliminated from the analyses
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